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make a stand against Russia's arrogance, and con-
tinued : " And I can't overlook the way in which
those who hold the language (from which I am sorry
to say I can't exempt your father-in-law) have played
the honour and interests of this country into the
hands of Russia. ... To me it is, I must say, utterly
inexplicable and totally at variance with usage, for
statesmen who have been in high office and who have
known all the difficulties and anxieties of Government
to behave as they have done."

Possibly these firm statements were not conveyed
to the Duke. At any rate he did not mend his
ways, and the Queen wrote to him direct :

" I do not wish or intend to touch on politics, but I
cannot conclude without a few words of earnest warning.
Though you may refuse to believe statements made by
official people, you will not refuse to believe mine :   I
wish therefore to state solemnly, that I know that this
war and the fearful consequences which it may have,
might, and it is my firm conviction would have been
prevented, had Russia not been encouraged in the strongest
manner by the extraordinary,  and, to me, utterly in-
comprehensible agitation carried on by some Members,
and especially by one of my late Government, to believe
that she could do what she liked without meeting with
opposition.   I know this to be true !   Let me add that
it is not too late now to act a patriotic part and to desist
from so lamentable a course."1

It was a disagreeable situation.   Only the autumn
before the Queen had spent a week at Inverary as

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, II, ii, pp. 498, 538.
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